— 
at. 


2 The e ＋ = Conflivurio fil | Ze 
PA the Church of England conſider dyas} | 
ae T 


reach d at the Paiſh-Church of 1 h 


VF | | - : 
St. N 1732. 


In purluance of the ; WILL of © | | 


Mr. FOHN HUTCHIMWS,| 
2 Citizen and Goldſmith of London. 


B HNA STEB BIN, D. 'Þ: . 


Chaplain in Ordinary to Hs s MajesTy,| | TY 1 / 
Preacher to the Honourable Society of Grays-| þ 
Inn, and Laune of the ſaid Church. 1 


* Publiſh at the Requeſt of the Truſtees. | 1 


— 
. 
5 " 3 
2 'T 
ww N - 
0 4 


12 


| TEE 


Printed "By HO PEMBERTON, at the Golden Buck . 1 
7 againſt St. Dunſtan's Church in Fleet en ws <1 


M.pcc. XXXIT. | 1 


(3) 


SK * 8 


DEUT. iv. 8,9. | 

And what Nation is there fo great, that 
hath Statutes and Judgments ſo righ-- 
teous as all this Law which 1 ft 
before you this day? - 
Only take heed to "thyſelf and keep thy 
Soul diligent ly—— left they depart * 
thy Heart all the days of thy Life, but 


teach them 0 Sons, and thy Sons 
Sons. | 


HESSE Words were it poken 
AS Moſes to the People m9 Ta, 
and contain an Exhortation to 
w Obedience, drawn from the Ex- 
cellency of the Fewzſb Inſtitution, as it 
concerned Religion and the Worſhip of 
God. 'Tho' the Addreſs is limited to this 
particular Nation, yet the Reaſon and Ar- 
gument of it is applicable to all Commu- 
nities of Men; who, if they are govern'd 
by 1 more excellent Laws, will be propor- 
tion onably obliged to a more excellent Seryioe. 
442 | 
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I take leave therefore to borrow theſe 
words of the Jewiſb Lawgiver, to ſerve as 
an Introduction only to what I intend in 
this Diſcourſe ; which is to ſhew, the Ad- 
vantages of the Chriſtian Diſcipline re- 
ſpecting God's publick Worlbip, as as pre- 
ſeribed and appointed in the Church of 
England, above that which is practiſed in 
any ſeparate Proteſtant Communion. Which 
may afford matter of ſeaſonable Inſtruction 
both to them and to ourſelves. To onr- 
ſelves ; that we make a proper Uſe of the 
Advantages we enjoy: And to hm; not 
to md fault with what in reaſon. * 
ought to commend. | 


Tux Excellency of any Moins, muſt 
always be meaſured by the Excellency of 
its End, and the Fitneſs of the 'Means to 
ſecure that End. What is the End of 
Pablick: Worſhip there can be no diſpute. 

Every Ohriſtian muft underſtand” it to he, 
(in St. Pauls Plrraſe) be Hdiſhing of the 
Boay of Cbriſt; and this is what all Parties 
ſe in their ſeveral ways. When the 
Queſtion there ſore is, What is the beſt way 
of Worſhip? The Anſwer muſt be, That 
is the beſt which moſt tends to Chriſtian 
Edification; or, in other words, which 
| moſt: tends to ſecure the Faith and Obe- 
ficnce of the Goſpel; To carry this diſ- 
pute 


„ 
pute to every Point in which our Worſhip 
differs from that of other Proteſtant Com- 
munions, would, upon the whole, be lay- 
ing out too much matter for the ſhort time 
that is allowed me, and, in many Inſtances, 
only repeating what has already been ſaid, 
by many Writers. I ſhall therefore at 
preſent confine my ſelf to the confideration 
of one ſingle Circumſtance, which in theſe 
diſputes, '@& I forget not) has been leſs 
inſiſted upon, tho, (in my apprehenſion) 
it is not leſs material, than any; I mean, 
the Frequency of our Publick Worſhip. 
The Fitneſs of any way. of Worſhip to im- 
prove the Virtues of Chriſtians, depends 
upon many Circumſtances: For it may be 
fit, either as it is fit to create Attention; 
as it inſpires us with the moſt high and 
reyerential Sentiments of God; as i com- 
prehends the moſt perfect Syſtem of Faith; 
as it ſuggeſts and enforces more ſtrongly 
the 88 Motives to Obedience; or as it 
beſt preſerves that Decorum and Decency 
which it becomes us to ſhew when we are 
approaching the dreadful Majeſty, of Hea- 
ven. Theſe are all of them Points in which 
the compariſon of more or leſi excellent 
will properly lie; and in moſt of them if we 
view the internal Structure of our Publick 
Liturgy, we ſhall find it ſuperior. to arbi- 
trary, extemporancous Forms. But whats 
. ever 


(6) 
ever Virtue there is in Prayer, or in any 
other Act of Religious Worſhip, (a Point 
in which no Chriſtian can be ſuppoſed 
to want conviction) certainly much will al- 
ways depend upon the Frequency with 
Which ſuch Acts are repeated: and there- 
fore this is a Conſideration not to be omit- 

ted in reaſoning with thoſe whom we mean 
to win over to our Communion, and reſtore 
to that Conſormity in Worſhip, which all 
who wiſh well to Religion would be glad 
to ſee. In ſanctifying the Lord's Day for 
the exerciſe of God's publick Worſhip, all 
Chriſtian Societies (I think) are univer- 
ſally agreed; and happy for us it is, that 
the affectation of Novelty hath not yet 
been able to divide us in this Point, upon 
which the very Being of Religion ſo much 
depends. But if all Churches haye thus 
far provided well for the Worſhip of God, 
the Church of England hath ſtill provided 
better, both in ae yearly Feſtivals, 
and in our daily Service of Morning and 
Evening Prayer. We differ, I ſay, (fo far 
as I know) in theſe reſpects from the Diſ- 
ſenting Communions among us of all de- 
nominations 3. and however the reckoning 
may ſtand in ot her reſpects, in theſe (they 
muſt permit me to ſay) we have the Ad- 
vantage above them all. I ſhall offer 
a few Obſervations to juſtiſy (ſo far as 5 
| needs 


C33 
needs juſtifying) this part of our Fccle- 
ſiaſtical Conſtitution; and then make ſome 


Application both to the Diſſenters and to 
ourſelves. 


THAT Chriſtians are obliged to worlhip 
God publickly at ſometime or other, it is 
8 between us. The Queſtion is, how 
oſten they are to do it? If you ſuppoſe 
the obſervance of the Lord's Day to be of 
divine Appointment, (a Point which I ſhall 
not diſpute) you will then have a Rule, at 
leaſt, for one Day in ſever; but it will not 
| follow from hence, that the Church hath 
erred in appointing other days beſides. 
Tho' God appointed the Sabbath to the 
Jews, yet he appointed a daily Sacrifice 
both Morning and Evening, and divers 
other ſtated Feſtivals; which ſhews plainly 
that the Command to ſanctify one day in 
ſeven, is not broken by doing more than it 
preſcribes, but by doing 4e. True, you 
will fay. But what Authority have Men 

to preſcribe where God hath not preſcribed ? 
The Fewiſh Worſhip was in every par- 
ticular of God's own appointment ; but 
there is no command in the Goſpel enjoin- 
ing Chriſtians to celebrate Feſtivals, or to 
hold Aſſemblies for publick Worſhip oftener 
than one day in ſeven. There is, I grant, 
no ſuch Command, nor was it neceſſary that 


there 
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there ſhould be any ; for a ſpecial Law can 
in no caſe be neceſſary to authorize Men to 
do a proper and a uſeful thing, The Pre- 
ſcription of the Church (I conceive) in this 
cale, is not intended to oBLIGE Chriſtians 
to worſhip God. All are Bound to this 
aforehand by the Law of the Goſpel, as 
they have opportunity. This opportunity 
the Church offers, and it is offered _ 
Is there any fault in this? Let us ſuppoſe, 
for argument ſake, that no Sabbath had 
ever been appointed by divine Authority, 
and that the Goſpel had left us only this 
general Rule, that Chriſtians ſhould fre- 
quently aſſemble themſelves together for 
the publick Worſhip of Almighty God. In 
this caſe it is plain, that the Church would 
have been left entirely to her diſcretion to 
offer the Opportunities for publick Worſhip 
as ſhould ſeem moſt expedient for Chriſtian 
Edification; and had a daily Worſhip been 
appointed, there would have been no room 

for complaint without ſhewing that daily 
Worſhip is too much. But this cannot be 
ſhewn. Daily Worſhip may not be con- 
ſiſtent with the circumſtances of 4d; but 
it is certainly very conſiſtent with the cir- 
cumſtances of many. Take in now the 
Command of the Sabbath, and ſee what 
difference it will make in the caſe. Can 
you imagine that by ſanctiſying one day in 
: : | ſeyen, 
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ſeven, it was God's intention to preclude 
Men from the Uſe of any farther Methods 
which Reaſon and Experience ſhould re- 
commend as uſeful to improve their Virtues? 
No. Will you ſay then that the Advan- 
tages of daily Worſhip are not the ſame, 
whether you ſuppoſe a Sabbath appointed, 
or whether you ſuppoſe none? Nor this. 
Where then is the blame? or how is the 
Church not rather to be commended, in 
making ſuch Proviſion, that thoſe who 
have leiſure daily, ſhould not want the 
daily Opportunity, of doing public Ho- 
mage to their Maker? I ſhould hope that 
all ſerious Diſſenters will at leaſt acquit our 
Church upon this Article; and that if th 
know how to excuſe themſelves in depar- 
ting from the ancient Pattern in this reſpect, 

they will not boaſt of it, as an Inſtance of 
their purer Reformation. 


Ou Stated FESTIVALS may perhaps 
want ſome farther Apology; and yet I am 
perſuaded, that if all Prejudices were laid 
aſide, they would be found liable to as 
little exception, as our DAILVY SERVICE. 
As this was ſettled upon the Plan of the 
Temple-Worſhip, ſo the other are but Pat- 
terns of the like Inſtitutions among the 
Jews, with which they agree in their ge- 
neral Uſe, as we find it ſet down, Exod. 
8 V xiii, 


| 
| 
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xiii. 14. And it ſball be when thy Sou 
asketh thee in time to come, Jaing, What 
is this? that thou ſhalt ſay unto him, By 
ſtrenth of hand the Lord brought us up out 
of Egypt from the houſe of bondage — 
and it ſhall be for a ſign unto thee upon 
' thine hand, and for a memorial between 
thine eyes, that the Lord's Law may be in 
thy mouth, &c. yer. 9, 10. Moſes takes 
it for granted (what was very natural to 
be ſuppoſed) that their Children in after- 
times would enquire,” why this Feaſt (the 
Paſſover) was obſerved ; and that the pro- 
per anſwer to this queſtion, would be a con- 
tant and ſtanding Admonition to them, to 
fear and honour that God who had. done 
ſach-great and wonderful things for them. 
In the yery ſame ſenſe our Laws ſpeak with 
reſpe& to the Feſtivals appointed in the 
Chriſtian Church, ſor thus the Preamble of 
the * Statute runs: Foraſinuch as. at 
all times men be not ſo 75727 to laud 
and praiſe God, ſo ready toreſort and hear 
God's holy wrd, &c.-—- Therefore to call 
men to the REMEMBRANCE of their duty, 
and 74 ini the Infrmity, it hath been 
wholeſomly provided, that there ſhould be 
ſome certain Times and Days. appointed, 
wherein Chriſtians ſhould ceaſe from all o- 
ther kind of Labours,and ſhould apply them- 
ſelves only and wholly unto the aforeſaid 
5 b Holy 

* 5,6 Edw. VI. Chap. 3. 
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Holy works, roperl pertamin to true Re- 
ligion ; he, prop 7 ay, to be learn, and 
remember ALMIGHTY GOD's GREAT BE- 
NEFITS, hit manifold Mercies, his m- 
eſtimable gracious Goodneſs [o plentifully 5 
poured upon all his Creatures And 
in remembrance hereof” to render unto 
Hr moſt high and hearty Thanks with 
Prayers 48 Supplications for the relief of 
all our daily neceſſities. It adds, That 
the times appointed ſpecially for = 
Works, are called Hot Days—for the 
Nature and Condition of thoſe Hor y 
WoR&s wherewith GOD is to be 
honoured, and the Congregation to be 
eaified, whereunto ſuch Times and Days 
are ſanftified and hallowed, that is to 
ſay, ſeparated from all profane (or com- 
mon) Uſes, and dedicated and appointed 
Nor UN TO ANY SAINT OR CREATURE, 
but onLY unto GOD, and his true 
Worſhip. From theſe words we may ob- 
ſerve, that (in the Intention of our firſt 
Reformers) Holydays are not ſet apart 
in Honour of Tyr SainTs, conſidered as 
Objects of Religious Adoration ; but, to 
the Honour of GOD, whom we praiſe 
and bleſs for his Mercies vouchfafed to us 
by his Saints, whoſe Lives are ſet before us 
as Enfamples of Virtue and Godlingſs. 
And in this Spirit it is, that all our ir publick 
* Prayers 
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Prayers on ſuch occaſions, are drawn up, as 
every one muſt have obſerved, who has 
read over the Common-Prayer Book with 
an ordinary care. If you ask for a divine 
Precept in this caſe, my anſwer again is, 
That a divine Precept was in no wiſe ne- 
ceſſary. For in appointing Feſtivals, the 
Church only provides us with Opportu- 
nities for the exerciſe of Publick Worſhip, 
with this Circumſtance of diſtinction pecu- 
liar to thoſe Days, that our Prayers are 
then direted to be offered up under the 
ſpecial Remembrance of ſuch Mercies, or 
in view of ſuch Examples as, if conſider d, 
will quicken our Piety, and help to make 
us the better Chriſtians. And what is there 
In this that Men ſhould condemn, or which 
God will not approve ? You will ſay per- 
haps, that St. Paul blames the Galatians 
for obſerving Days, and Months, and 
Times, and Tears *. So he does: but 
pray mind how this Charge is introduced. 
Now after ye have known God, or ra- 
ther are known of God, how turn ye again 
to the weak and beggarly Elements, 
whereunto ye deſire again to be in bondage? 
The obſerving theſe Days, and Months, 
and Times, and Tears, you ſee, was con- 
| yer by the Apoſtle as turning again to 
that ſtate of Bondage from which the Go- 


ſpel bad ſet them free; 7. e. as a turning 
LOS hm. 


again 
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again to Judaiſm; as appears by comparing 
ver. 3, and 5, of this Chapter; where, to 
be under the Elements of the World, 
(which he here calls weak and beggarly) 
and to be under the Law, are uſed as Ex- 
preſſions importing, one and the ſame 
thing. Therefore the Feſtivals, by the ob- 

ſervance of which they muſt be underſtood 
as returning to the Law, could not be 
Chriſtian Feſtivals, but 7ewiſb Feſtivals. 
To obſerve a Jewiſh Feſtival out of Con- 
ſcrence to that Feſtival, was to declare the 
Law of Moſes ſtill in force, and mixing 
Judaiſin with the Religion of the Goſpel. 
This was what ſome Teachers preſſed upon 
the Chriſtians of thoſe times, but which 
the Apoſtle condemns as an encroachment 
upon their Liberty in Chriſt. But ſurely the 
obſerving Days ſet apart in memory of 
Chriſt, or in memory of an Apoſtle (if 
there were any ſuch Feſtivals of ſo early a 
date) could not import a returning to the 
Law; nor can any good account be given 
why the Apoſtle ſhould have treated them 
as weak and beggarly things, All you can 
ſay is, that the Chriſtian Feſtivals were 
framed upon the Fewzſh Plan. But ſo was 
the daily Service, as I have ſhewn: ſo 
were the Chriſtian Sacraments: And 
are theſe beggarly Elements ? or does 
our compliance with theſe Inſtitutions 
: import 


De 


import a turning again to the Law of 
Moſes ?. No; for the Jewiſb Rites were, 


by the Apoſtle, termed weak and beggarly, 


conſider d as appertaining to that COVENANT 
which was weak and beggarly in compari- 
ſon to that Covenant of which CuRIST was 
the Mediator. But a Cuſtom borrow'd from 


the 7ewiſb Worſhip, and adapted by Chriſt 
into his own Worſhip, is no longer to be 


conſider d as appertaining to the Oeconomy 
of Moſes, but as appertaining to the Oecono- 


my of Chriſt. Therefore the obſervance of 


ſuch a Cuſtom cannot be underſtood as a 
returning back to the Law of Moſes ; for 
it is obſeryed not as the Law of Moſes, but 
as the Law of Chriſt, This is the Caſe of 
the Sacraments ; and the Reaſoning will as 
well hold with reſpect to all Cuſtoms which 
were, originally, and as to the general De- 
ſign and Uſe of them, a part of the Zew:ſb 
Inſtitution. For whether Chriſt directly 
commanded them, or not, yet ſo long as 
there is in them a natural tendency to ſet 


forward the Faith and Piety of the Goſpel, 
and ſo long as they are obſerved not as 


Fewiſh, but as uſeful and profitable Cuſ- 
toms, there will be no room for any Im- 
putation of Judaiſin, no cauſe for Cenſure 
or Blame: All may be juſtify d by that ge- 
neral Maxim of the Goſpel (which is alſo 
a Maxim of common Senſe) that all things 
ſhould be done to Edification. * 

No 
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No Objection then can lie pan the 
Obſervation of Chriſtian Feſtivals upon the 
foot of Scripture-Authority, nor yet upon 
the foot of Reaſon, confider'd as dire 
us to things in themſelves uſeful and pro- 
fitable. But if, iriſte ad of attending to thoſe 
Effects which ſuch Appointments 
ought in Reaſon to produce, We will conſi- 
der only thoſe bad ones of vieh they are 
many times made the Occafion, great Pre- 
judices may be raiſed againft them. That 
dur holy Seafons are, hy many, turn d in- 
to Seaſons of Licentiouſmeſs and Exeefs, 18 
a notorious and a ſhameful Truth; which 
gives a Handle, ' Which thoſe who diflike 
this part of our Eſtabliſhment, never fail 
to make the moſt of. But let ws Objee- 
tion reſt, where it ought to reſt, not dpon 
the Appointments themſelves, dut, ; pon 
thoſe who are;gullty of ſuch "Abitſes, he 
Caſe was not better among che eus, who, 
as che Prophet complains,” Yo? 1p elerly Fu 
the morning, that they mith follow: ftyong 
drink; and continttd' until night, till wine 
nume them; und the arp” and' the 
Viol, the Tabret and. Pipe, and Wine 
"were in their Feaſts, but they regarded not 
'the' work of the Lord, nor vi er d the 
operations of his Hands x. No doubt the 
Wilom of God forefaw theſe Abüſts; and 


. 


* Iſaiah v. 12. 
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yet, theſe Abuſes notwithſtanding, he ap- 
pointed them Feſtivals, which ſhould have 
been a little better conſider d by thoſe who 
have inſiſted upon the like N among 
our ſelves as a ſufficient, Reaſon why our 
Feſtivals ſhould be aboliſhed. They were 
not, you ſee, a ſufficient - Reaſon with 
God, x why. then ſhould they be a 
ſufficient Reaſon with Man ? Or, where 
are we to ſtop, if every thing which may 
be perverted to a wrong end is to be 
laid aſide? If we conſider what uſe Multi- 
tudes make of the Reſt of the Sabbath, it 
muſt be acknowledged that they would be 
much better emplo — if they were ſent to 
work in the Field. Will you therefore 
plead that the Lord's Day . to be abo- 
liſhed, and preſcribe that all Men ſhould 
be keys, 3 to Labour, in order to 
keep them ſober? "Abſurd! ! Vacations from 
Labour you ſt have, whether you had 
Feſtivals,. or whether you had none. If 
Religion had not miniſtred ſuch Opportu- 
nities, Civil Policy muſt; for Men are not 

to be uſed worle than Beaſts. Let any 

reaſonable Man judge then which are ay; | 
proper, Vacations from .Labour appointed 
for Idleneſs, and Pleaſure; or Vacations from 
Labour, appointed for the Worſhip of God. 
Whatever be the Abuſes which our more 
ſolemn Feſtiyals are ade to, no one 1 
I ay 
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; fay 1 thoſe Abuſes ariſe ſrom their be- 
ing religious Feſtivals, or that the People 
are not put into a much better way, by 
being call'd upon on ſuch Seaſons to the 
- Exerciſes of Piety, than if, without any ſuch 
Opportunities vouchſafed, they had been 
left to diſpoſe of their Time (to lay the 
leaft) in an unproſitable manner. In a few 
words, as there are many who employ theſe 
Seaſons ill, ſo there are many who ſpend 
them well; and why muſt good Men be 
deprived of any Means which tend to their 
Improvement in Piety and a good Life, be- 
cauſe bad ones will make that bad Uſe of 
them which they generally make of every 
thing elſe? 


TER E is but one good Uſe (o far as 
T know) that can be made of this Objection, 
and that is, to ſhew Chriftians how much it 
concerns them to avoid thoſe Irregularities 
which give ſo great and ſo juſt an Offence, 
and t improve to the utmoſt, the Advan- 
tages which are ſet before them. I ſhall 
have oceaſion to urge this Advice -more 
cloſely by and by; mean while, I hope I 
may have leave to obſerve upon the whole, 
that the Appointment of Feſtivals in the 
Chriſtian Church is a very wiſe Proviſion, 
and that the firſt Chriſtians made a juſt 
oP of the Moſair'Taw,'in acconittiogating 
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to the Goſpel Diſcipline ſuch of its Inſti- 
tutions as ſeemed moſt generally calculated 
for the Improvement of Mankind. A Fault 
there will be, when Feſtivals are multiplied 
beyond Reaſon and Diſeretion in Which 
| reſpedt the Church of Rome is much. to be 
blamed, which by taking in ſuch numbers 
of modern Saints (many of whom were 
chiefly remarkable by their Zeal for the 
Corruptions of that Communion) have made 
their Feſtivals burdenſome. Our Refor- 
mation hath lopt off theſe Superfluities, and 
left us nothing to commemorate, but what 
is well worth our Remembrance; ſome 
great and remarkable Occurrences, I mean, 
relating to the Oeconomy of Chriſt in the 
Fleſh, and the Examples of Apoſtles or A- 
poſtolical Men, famous for the Purity of 
their Faith, as well as for the Conſtancy of 
their Virtue. Whether this was not to ob- 
ſerve the golden Mean, or thoſe are rather 
to be commended, who, together with the 
Superſtition of Popery, have thrown 'out 
= Piety of the ancient Church, I ſhall 
leave all ſerious Chriſtians to conſider; p 
and proceed to the Uſe I intend to make of 
what has been ſaid, with reſpe& both to the 
ene and to ee Aude 


gfe Warn id to the Diſnters: 
nn as the Church of England 
| + mini- 
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miniſtersmore frequent Opportunies of wor- 
ſhipping God in publick, than any ſepa- 
rating Congregations do; the Queſtion I 
would put, is, Whether in judging of the 
Reaſonableneſs or Unreaſonableneſs of ſe- 
parating from the eſtabliſhed Church, this 
Conſideration ought not to be taken into 
the account? That the Advantage, in this 
reſpect, lies on our ſide, is matter of Fact. 
And what have the Diſſenters to lay as a 
Ballance to this Ad vantage? Our Diſputes 
with moſt of them are chiefly about Forms 
of Diſcipline, and Forms of Worſhip; 
which things indeed do affect the Decency, 
| Regularity, and Perfection of the outward 
Oeconomy of the Church: but ' ſurely 
cannot ſtand in competition with that Faith 
and R:ghteouſneſs towards God, to which: . 
all Order is ſabſervient, and which the fre- 
quent Attendance upon God's Worſhip na- 
turally helps daily to ſtrengthen and im- 
prove. Men may work themſelves up al- 
moſt to any thing; and by giving way to 
Prejudices, contract ſuch an averſion to qur 
publick Worſhip, as ſhall unſanctify their 
Devotions, and make them as unacceptable: 
to God, as they are diſagreeable to them- 
ſelves. But this is their own fault. Cool. 
Reaſon, ſound judgment, and a dili- 
you Trial, would ſoon convince them, 
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that our Worſhip (contemptible as it may 
ſeem) would, if minded as it ought, mi- 
niſter more real and ſolid benefit, than all 
the fancy'd advantages of ſeparate Wor- 
ſhip, (under ſuch a ſcarcity of Opportuni- 
ties) can poſſibly yield. The Argument 
would come with more ſtrength, as well as 
decency, if we had it to ſay, that the Or- 
der of our Church is in all, or in moft, 
places regularly obſerved. But allowing 
(what cannot be denied) that in moſt Coun- 
try-Pariſhes the daily Service 1s ſeldom 
read; How ſtands the caſe with Diſſenters 
in thoſe places ? Why, proportionably as 
bad. I hope there are few Pariſhes in 
which Divine Service is not perform'd, at 
leaſt every Lord's Day; but it is very cer- 
tain, that there are numbers of Families 
who (if they had not been taught to 
diſlike the eſtabliſhed Religion) would 
probably have gone to their Pariſh-Church 
every Sunday, but, thro' want of conye- 
niency to go to a Meeting-houſe, ſeldom 
reſort to any place of Publick Worſhip at 
all. Thus Nonconformity degenerates 
into a kind of Heatheniſm, which, if by 
degrees it does not wear off a good deal 
of thoſe common Notions of Religion in 
which Men have been bred, cuts off at 
leaſt the proper means of 9 
| an 
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and leaves them open to the Deluſions of 
their own Minds, or to the cunning Crafti= 
neſs of thoſe who tie in wait to deceive. 
— hut, ! . 


2. THE principal Uſe that I would make 
of what has been ſaid, concerns ourſelves, 
and it is this: That ſince we are bleſſed 
with ſach frequent Opportunities of doing 
homage to God by publick Worſhip, we 
ſhould take care to do ſo much juſtice to 
ourſelves, as to make the beſt of them. 
We rightly commend the Conſtitution of 
our Church in giving theſe Opportunities; 
but our neglecting to make uſe of them 
when they lie before us, is greatly to 
our reproach, and will moſt affuredly be 
placed to our account at the Day of judg- 
ment. I do not apprehend that in ſettling 
the daily Service, it was expected that 
every Chriſtian ſhould attend daily. For 
we have Bodies to be taken care of as well 
as Souls, to which ſuch a degree of care 
and application is frequently neceſſary, as 
Is inconſiſtent with a daily attendance. And 
in this caſe it is reaſonable to believe, that 
God will have mercy rather than ſacri- 
fice. But if many are born to earn their 
Bread by their daily Labour, there are 
others to whom Providence has been ſo 
indulgent as to haye left them little more 

| tO 
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to do than to enjoy what the Labour of 


others has provided for them: And can 
ſuch as theſe give ſo proper a Teſtimony. 
of their Thankfulneſs to God, as by deyo-. 
ting a ſhare of their Time daily to his 
Service? I do by no means conſider Rich 
Men, as Men of no buſineſs. For Wealth 
was never intended as a ſupport for Idle- 
neſs, tho that Uſe is too often made of it 
by many. The Rich Man may ſerve his 
Country as a Magiſtrate; his Neighbour as 
a Patron and Friend ; 'and, ſetting theſe 
aſide, there are a variety of Avocations which 
attend upon large Fortunes, which may 
afford juſt and reaſonable Excuſes. But I 
confeſs I have no Notion, but that all, 
whoſe Conditions ſet them free from great 
hardſhips, might frequently find leiſure 
to attend upon the daily Service, if they 
were not oyer-borne by evil Cuſtoms, and 
had not gotten a Habit of excuſing them- ' 
ſelves, by every little-pretence which offers 
itſelf as a handle to lay hold of: As if 
God was never to be worſhipped but 
when we can find nothing elſe to do! In 
the Concerns of this World, we act by 
another Spirit. In buying and in ſelling ; in 
eating and in drink ing; in working and in 
playing; in every thing in which our Pro- 
fit or our Pleaſure is concerned; we are 
wont to uſe much forecaſt, and to take 
+ care 
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care ſo far as is poſſible, that each may 
have its proper Seaſon, and that great Con- 
cerus may not interfere with little ones. 
Let us but once ſhew the ſame diſcretion in 
the buſineſs of our Souls, and I am greatly 
deceived, if in moſt Pariſhes the Daily - 
Service might not be perform'd with fo 
much decency at leaſt, that when the Mi- 
niſter comes to do his Office, he ſhall not 
want thoſe who will /ay AMEN fo hie 
Prayers or giving of Thank, nor ſeem 
as if, he were ſpeaking to the Walls. 
ien eg 3 Hin QT -£ ' If 
I do not fo much wonder at this neg» 
lect in many Country- Pariſhes, which con- 
ſiſt chiefly of labouring People, from whom 
a daily attendance upon the publick Wars 
hip, (as I hinted before) is hardly to he 
expected. But in large and populous 
places, (eſpecially in this GREAT Cirr) 
where Opportunities daily and even houthy 


offer themſelves, and where there are mu- 
titudes Mho are forced to be at a good del! 
of. expenge and contrivance to find ut | 


Ways of ſpending their Time, it ſeems to 
He ; entirely, Mithout excuſe; and one can- 
mot without grief obſerye, that when all 
Places of, Reſort for Diverſion and Pleaſure 
are thronged, the Houſes of God are leſt 
Leſolate. As chis is the eſſect of a great 


i WY E 
and general Corruption of Manners, ſo it 


portends the utter ruin and downfall of 
Chriſtianity, if the good Providence of 
God does not fignally interpoſe to awaken 
us into a more ſober ſenſe of ourſelyes. 
It is the buſineſs of Iufſdelity to nurſe the 
Vices and the Follies of Men, as it is the 
End of the Goſpel to root up and deſtroy 
them; ſo that in proportion as our Taſte for 
Virtue and Goodneſs declines, we ſhall al- 
ways be prepared to receive bad Impreſſions 
from thoſe who are not wanting every 
where to inſinuate irreligious Principles; 
which will have ſo much the more cer- 
tain and ſpeedy Effe&, as we muſt be ſup- 
poſed, under ſuch a ſtate of Mind as this, 
to be leſs fortified by that Grace from 
above which is ry to our continu- 
ance in well- doing. Fooliſh Men will 
laugh at ſuch notions as theſe, and it is 
their folly that makes them do it. But 
T deal as to wiſe men: judge ye what 
1 "ny Are we ſufficient Je ourſelves to 
think any thing as of ourſelues, or is not 
our 82 of God, who giveth us 0 
his Spirit ? And is it not plain, that 
far as we withdraw ourſelves from God, ſo 
far are we removed from the Aids of his 
ciples. And what is it to withdraw our- 
4 2 ſelyes 
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ſelves from God, but to withdraw ourſelves 
from his Worſhip, and to give up our 
Minds to Pleaſure, and Vanity ? But 
whatever becomes of this Queſtion; and 
whether it be that we ſtand by Grace, or 
by our own Srength, thus much is cer- 
tain, that the leſs Reverence we have for 
God, the leſs we are awed by the dread 
of his Ma ajeſty, (which Principles will na- 
turally riſe or fall, as we are more diligent 
or more remiſs in our Attendance upon Re- 
ligious Duties) the leſs qualified ſhall we 
be to withſtand Temptations of all kinds; 
thoſe eſpecially which Hatter Fleſh and 
Blood, by offering ſuch Syſtems as looſen 
the bends of Religion, and leave us more 
ſcope and liberty to act as we pleaſe. It 
is here that we are to look for the true 
Cauſe of the growth of Infidelity among 
us; not that its Abettors have more Senſe, 
but that we have leſs Virtue; not that the 
heavenly Seed hath leſs of vital force, but 
that we are in no condition to give it 
proper nouriſnment. If the Husbandman 
will not till his Ground, what can be 
expect but Briars and Thorns? And what 
is neglect of Prayer; neglect of the Sacra- 
ments; neglect of hearing God's Word; 
but the neglect of that which is the proper 

"i Cul- 
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Culture of the Soul; that which gives 1 
Seriouſneſs, Reſolution, Earneftnets, and 


whatever elſe it be, in which the Strength 
of a rational Being conſiſts? This is the 
great Uſe of Frequency in the Exerciſe 
of religious Duties, that it makes God 
always preſent to our Minds; by which 
every inbred Corruption is check d in its 
moſt early motions; every Suggeſtion from 
without, which reflects diſhonour upon 
the Golpel, is received with abhorrence ; 
ſo that men can neither fin without ſhame, 

nor be perverted without deliberation. 
Whilſt the Outworks are thus carefully 
guarded, we are ſecure we ſhall not be 
taken by ſurprize; and we need be under 
no fears about our Faith, if the Caufe is 
to be decided in fair and open Trial. But if 
we throw down theſe fences to our Virtue ; 
it we. diffolye in caſe and ſloth, and never 
think of God, anda future State, but when 


Wwe cannot help it; our Adverfaries will 


find too eaſy a conqueſt. For eaſy muſt 
be the Victory, when thoſe who are af- 


ſaulted are more than half Wen to be 
overcome. 


Wu x has been Hid f the -daily 
Service, may with greater ſorce be applied 


to 
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to the Service of the Lord's Day, the 
e& of which, as it implies the neglect 
af every Or opoitunity which is offer'd both 
for ptblick Worſhip and publick In- 
Rruction, muſt be confider d, by all rea- 
ſonable Judges, as one of the worſt Effects, 
as well as the moſt fruitful Source, of the 
Liceatiouſneſs of theſe Times. 1 Have not 
leifare to enter into this point at large, 
nor does it fall directly within the coinpaſs 
of my Subject; I fpall therefore only de- 
fire Chery ſerious Chriſtian to conſider, in 
what cenditiom Mankind would be, if 
thete ſnould be no Aſſemblies for publick 
Worſhip, no Prayers, no Preaching, nor 
any Signs or Tokens of Religion i in the 
World. Thoſe who wiſh to fee a full 
end of all that is good, may take delight 
in ſuch a proſpect as this; but to a Chriſtian | 
it muſt be impoſſible to frame in his ima- 
gination the Idea of any thing that is ſo 
fad and diſmal. And yet this is the ver 
ſtate Which every Profaner of the Lond, 
Day, ſo far as in him lies, is labourir 

to introduce; for if all Men ſhould fol- 
wo the fame Maxims, this muſt be oy 
neceſſary Confequerive. This is the 
Evil of the neglect of the Sabbath. Men | 
not ny lofe for themfalyes thoſe Oppor- 


D 2 tunities, 


( 28 
tunities, which, if 200 improved, 
would make them wiſer and better, but: 
teach others to do ſo by their Example; 
and make themſelves the Inſtruments (ſo 
far as Example will go) of bringing on a 
general Apoſtacy from God. 


To conclude all ; The Fear of the Lord 
zs the beginning of Wiſdom ; the firſt 
Principle of - Virtue, and therefore. the 
Foundation and Corner-Stone of that Hap- 
pineſs, preſent as well as future, publick 
as well as private, which muſt be raiſed 
upon, and ſupported by, Virtue. And 
ſince publick Worſhip is the great In- 
ſtrument of ſecuring that general Senſe of 

Providence, that Knowledge of God's Will, 
that Remembrance of his Mercy and Good- 
neſs vouchſafed us in Jeſus Chriſt ; thoſe 
Hopes of eternal Life, and thoſe Fears of 
eternal Vengeance, which the Religion of 
a Chriſtian imports : it becomes every one's 

Concern, as he tenders the Honour of 

_ God, and his Son Jeſus ; as he values his 
own Happineſs, the Happineſs of his Fa- 

mily, or the Happineſs of Society; by 
Example, by Authority, by Inſtruction, by 
every Means which the Station and Ca- 
pacity he 1s in, puts into his power, to 
en- 
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(39) 
endeayour to procure it Eſteem and Res 
verence. The wider its Influences reach, 
ſo much the better will Religion thrive : 
For all Men may, and will improve by 
it; the Wie: and Learned, as well as the 
moſt Ignorant; the Rich as well as the 
Poor. But to the latter it is more par- 
ticularly neceſſary, who by their Con- 
dition being debarr'd almoſt all private 
Means of Improvement, muſt owe their 
Virtues chiefly to theſe publick Admi- 
niſtrations. This ſhews of how much con- 
ſequence it is, that the People be brought 
up in a liking to our publick Worſhip, 
and habituated betimes to a regular and 
cuſtomary Attendance upon it, which (by 
the way) ſhews the Uſe of our CyariTY 
SCHOOLS, the good Effects of which we 
have already ſeen, and by the bleſſing 
of God ſhall (I oy every day ſee more 


and more. | : 
I have delivef'd o my cc upon b this Sub- 
ject with that Plaingeſs and Freedom which 
I think it becomes me to uſe, in a Matter 
in which the Honour of Religion is ſo 
nearly concern'd. And may the God of 
all Grace give you a wiſe and an un- 
derſtanding Heart, that ye ny both know 
and 
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ur, 
both now 


for evermore. AMEN. 
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